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Statement on Tornado Damage in Oklahoma and Kansas
May 4, 1999

My heart goes out to the people of Oklahoma
and Kansas who suffered through a night of
terror and devastation. Some of the most power-
ful tornadoes ever recorded tore through these
States last night, killing dozens of people, lev-
eling whole neighborhoods, and leaving more
than a thousand families homeless.

In the coming hours, I will declare several
counties in both States Federal disaster areas,
speeding the way for Federal aid. James Lee
Witt, the Director of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, is now on his way to the
region to assess the damage and to assure the

people of Oklahoma and Kansas that the Fed-
eral Government will provide whatever support
is necessary to help them begin putting their
communities back together.

Right now, our top priority is to make sure
people are safe, that everyone is accounted for,
and that initial cleanup can begin. Local and
State officials, fire and police, emergency serv-
ices, and National Guard personnel worked
through the night and are doing an outstanding
job of helping people through these most dif-
ficult hours. The thoughts and prayers of all
Americans are with the victims of this tragedy.

Statement on Signing Legislation To Award the Congressional Gold Medal
to Rosa Parks
May 4, 1999

I am proud to sign S. 531, a bill which author-
izes me to bestow the Congressional Gold
Medal to Rosa Parks.

Forty-three years ago, in Alabama, Rosa Parks
boarded a public bus, took a seat, and began
a remarkable journey. Her action that December
day was, in itself, a simple one; but it required
uncommon courage. It was a ringing rebuke to
those who denied the dignity and restricted the
rights of African-Americans. And it was an inspi-

ration to all Americans struggling together to
shed the prejudices of the past and to build
a better future. Rosa Parks’ short bus trip, and
all the distance she has traveled in the years
since, have brought the American people ever
closer to the promised land that we know it
can truly be.

NOTE: S. 531, approved May 4, was assigned Pub-
lic Law No. 106–26.

Message on the Observance of Cinco de Mayo, 1999
May 4, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Cinco
de Mayo.

It was 137 years ago today that General
Ignacio Zargoza Seguin led an outnumbered and
ill-equipped Mexican militia into battle. With
brave hearts, they successfully defended their
young nation and set a powerful example of
hope and determination for freedom-loving citi-
zens around the world.

Well over a century has passed since this bat-
tle, but we can still learn much from the Mexi-

can patriots who fought at Puebla. Their story
reminds us to cherish our own independence
and to honor those who struggled and sacrificed
to attain it. It encourages us to stand up against
injustice and to uphold our ideals. Finally, it
shows us that brave men and women can over-
come great odds when they are united in prin-
ciple and purpose.

As we mark this special holiday, we also cele-
brate the enduring friendship between the
United States and Mexico and the rich cultural
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